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The Pilot Oral English Proficiency Program: Fall 2006

The Cal Poly Oral English Proficiency Program (OEPP) is a voluntary support program for improving the
spoken English proficiency of in- and pre-service instructors whose first language is not English. In its
full form, the OEPP curriculum will consist of three instructional components: a Classroom Workshop,
Individualized Speech Tutorials, and Self-Instruction through Computer-Assisted Language Learning
(CALL).

The Pilot OEPP

During the fall 2006 quarter, the CTL will run a pilot version of the OEPP, which will consist of the
Classroom Workshop component of the curriculum, with participants meeting with the Workshop
Instructor in individualized feedback conferences to review videotaped teaching simulations.

Program Schedule and Curriculum

Schedule

For the fall 2006 quarter, the Classroom Workshop will meet once weekly in a 90-minute session for six
consecutive weeks. Meetings will be on Wednesday afternoons from 12:00-1:30 pm in Kennedy 510B,
beginning in week 4 and ending in week 9 of the academic quarter. Pending funding, we anticipate that
the OEPP will continue during the winter and spring 2007 quarters.

The Curriculum

Workshops will be facilitated and taught by Dr. Marnie Jo Petray, Assistant Professor of Linguistics in
English and Director of the TESL Certificate Program. Workshop sessions will focus on two main
dimensions:

1. group discussions of practical and theoretical issues relevant to both the participants’ needs and to
higher education teaching and learning, and

2. videotaped individual simulated teaching performances to an audience of the other participants
acting simultaneously as peers and proxy students.

Group Discussions

With respect to #1 above, examples of fundamental pedagogical and instructional issues include, but are
not limited to, the culture of American universities, expectations of American university students of their
college instructors, student learning styles and personality types, theories of epistemic, effective lecturing
techniques, use of instructional technology, designing exams and assignments, facilitating small and large
group work, and facilitating small and large class discussions.

Teaching Simulations

The workshop participants' teaching performances will simulate their real classroom instruction within a
given time-constraint. Participants will be digitally taped for purposes of review and critique, and
feedback for the teaching performances will come from both class peers and workshop instructor.

Conclusion

Overall, class sessions will follow a pattern of introducing/reviewing content issues, carrying out teaching
performances, and facilitating group discussion about issues as they relate back to the teaching
simulations. The learning dynamic in the workshop will be organic in nature, privileging the needs of the
participants in a collaborative and cross-disciplinary exchange of ideas, issues, techniques, and
challenges.




